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Hillsborough Arts Council Nearing Goal to Bring Stickwork to Riverwalk 

 

HILLSBOROUGH — The Hillsborough Arts Council is nearing its goal to bring a Stickwork 

sculpture to Riverwalk, with more than 160 people volunteering to help so far with construction 

and with more than 90 percent of its fundraising target met. 

 

“There are many people to thank for all of the hours they have put in so far to make this 

interactive public art project happen, and we haven’t even started construction yet,” Hillsborough 

Arts Council Chairman Neil Stutzer said. “The sponsors and donators are incredibly generous 

with their funding to make this possible. The volunteers — young and senior from our 

community and other counties — are signing up to be a part of this experience. We are all deeply 

involved and invite everyone to be, too.” 

 

If funding is secured, internationally acclaimed sculptor Patrick Dougherty will design and 

install a one-of-a-kind, large-scale sapling sculpture along the Town of Hillsborough’s greenway 

in November. The proposed site is near the downtown entrance to Riverwalk, across the Eno 

River from the Eno River Parking Deck. The sculpture will remain in place for two years if 

conditions allow. 

 

As of Oct. 14, the Arts Council has raised $24,000 of its $26,000 goal, with the Hillsborough 

Tourism Board providing a grant of $8,000 and the Orange County Arts Commission providing a 

$1,500 grant. More than 50 people have contributed a total of $10,000. Sponsors to date are: 

 

 Sports Endeavors 

 Summit Design and Engineering Services 

 Classical American Homes Preservation Trust and the Richard Hampton Jenrette 

Foundation for providing all the saplings for the project 

 Edward Jones financial services firm, with Tom Struckmeyer as financial adviser 

 Weaver Street Market 

 Hillsborough Garden Club 



 

The Orange County Visitors Bureau also has provided funding for a photographer to document 

the project, Donn Young. 

  

Volunteers will help gather five 16-foot flatbed loads of willow, maple, gum or elm saplings and 

will strip the leaves off them Nov. 2-6. Construction will take place Nov. 5-7 and Nov. 10-20, 

with more volunteers helping to build the structure.  

 

Currently, volunteers especially are needed for the leaf stripping crew — for the Nov. 2 

afternoon shift and for the morning and afternoon shifts Nov. 3-6. Hillsborough Arts Council 

Treasurer Gail Cooley notes that stripping leaves off saplings is easier than gathering and can 

even be done sitting down if volunteers bring folding chairs. Shifts are 8 a.m. to noon and 1 to 5 

p.m. Volunteers may be younger than 16 for the leaf stripping work.  

 

Leaf stripping will take place at Riverwalk. The greenway’s downtown entrance is by Weaver 

Street Market, 228 S. Churton St. Parking is available in the Eno River Parking Deck. Volunteers 

should bring gloves. 

 

Look for additional information soon on a special event during the Stickwork project with the 

artist as speaker. The date, still to be determined, will be one night between Nov. 12 and 17 at 

the Whitted Human Services Center. 

 

More Information 

 

For more information on the project or to donate or volunteer, visit the Hillsborough Arts 

Council’s website. 

 

 Map of proposed site 

 Flier on Patrick Dougherty — Stickwork in Hillsborough 

 Riverwalk information on Town of Hillsborough website 
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http://www.hillsboroughartscouncil.org/#!stickwork-in-hillsborough/cnd1
http://www.hillsboroughartscouncil.org/#!stickwork-in-hillsborough/cnd1
http://www.ci.hillsborough.nc.us/sites/default/files/RiverwalkStickworkSiteMap.pdf
http://www.ci.hillsborough.nc.us/sites/default/files/DoughertyPromotionalFlier.FINAL_.pdf
http://www.ci.hillsborough.nc.us/content/riverwalk/

